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SUBJECT: US-BRAZIL SHRIMP AGREEMENT 
REE: BRASILIA 7695 

DURING CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, SERGIO BATH, DIRECTOR 
OF FOREIGN MINISTRY'S BASIC PRODUCTS DIVISION, MENTIONED TO 
EMB OEFICER THAT MINISTRY HAS HAD US-BRAZIL SHRIMP AGREEMENT 
UNDER STUDY EOR SEVERAL WEEKS AND THAT, WHILE GOB POSITION WAS 
NOT YET COMPLETELY WORKED OUT, IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT BRAZIL 
WOULD WANT A SIMPLE EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING AGREEMENT THAT 
EXPIRES IN DECEMBER. BATH SAID THERE WERE ISSUES OF SUBSTANCE 
THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE LOOKED AT, PROBABLY REQUIRING A NEW AGREE- 
MENT. HE COMMENTED THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT TO HAVE A DEFINITE 
GOB DECISION UNTIL MID-NOVEMBER BUT, ASSUMING A DECISION FOR A 
NEW AGREEMENT, THE GOB WOULD PROBABLY ASK FOR NEGOTIATIONS TO 
BEGIN IN DECEMBER. 
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